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assessment committees, whose duty It is to endeavour to secure
uniformity of assessment within the county. There is a central
assessment committee which issues instructions intended to secure
greater uniformity of assessment.
It is clear that the two present main functions of the rural district
council—of sanitary authority and rating authority—require the
maintenance of a number of permanent officials, and that the support
of this staff requires an area of a certain minimum size. There can be
little doubt that the old rural districts in Oxfordshire were too small
and poor to fulfil modern requirements, and they have now been
replaced by areas of a very substantial size. The effect of this enlarge-
ment of areas, however, so long as the federal principle of cone
parish, one representative' is adhered to—and so long as the system
of special rates for individual parishes obtains, this principle must be
adhered to—is to make the membership of these councils somewhat
large. The krgest of the councils which have jurisdiction in our Area
has a membership of forty-three, and this seems to be about the usual
number for Oxfordshire; Abingdon Rural District Council, on the
other hand, with twenty-three members, is considerably smaller,1
It cannot be easy to assemble a krge council from a fairly krge
area if the meetings are held at all frequently. In consequence, we
were informed, Bullingdon Council has decided to base its procedure
as far as possible upon that of the county council, delegating a great
deal of administration, including the power of entering into contracts,
to committees meeting about once a month, while the council as a
whole only meets once a quarter, and a good deal of its business
consists in formal confirmation of the acts of the committees. Atten-
dance at the full meetings of the council averages 74 per cent. The
other councils in the Area have not adopted this arrangement of
quarterly meetings; the councils as a whole meet monthly, and it is
permissible to conjecture—though impossible to state positively—
that they do not delegate quite so much to committees as the Bulling-
don Council does. The average attendance at Witney—a large
council—is 61 per cent., at Abingdon—a small council—69 per cent.
Standing committees seem to vary in size between about ten and
twenty members. Witney has a small finance committee of nine
members. Bullingdon has a provision that no member may serve on
more than three committees. None of the councils has any rule such
1 The following information is derived from Standing Orders, answers to a ques-
tionnaire, and other data kindly supplied by the clerks of Bullingdon, Witney, and
Abingdon Rural District Councils. Ploughley Rural District Council replied that the
time was inopportune for supplying any information.

